
BE FIRE SMART

Be Fire Smart with these great tips:
CREATE A 100 FOOT DEFENSIBLE SPACE.  A defensi-
ble space is a buffer between your home and the grass, 
trees, or shrubs that surround it, to slow down the spread 
of wildfires and for the protection of the firefighters 
defending your home.

DON’T LANDSCAPE, XERISCAPE. Xeri (Greek for “dry”) 
scaping is landscaping with native, drought tolerant 
plants and grasses that require little or no irrigation or 
maintenance. Plants that thrive in arid, desert conditions 
will also thrive here in California.

GET CLASSY. If you are in a high fire-prone area invest in 
Class A fire rated roof covering materials.

REMOVE, REDUCE AND REPLACE.  Remove all dead 
plants, trees and shrubs from the site. Reduce excess 
leaves, plant parts and low-hanging branches. Replace 
dense flammable plants with fire-resistant plants.

PROTECT YOUR HOME FROM FIRE FROM THE INSIDE 
OUT. Drought conditions remind us of the exterior risks, 
but many home fires start on the inside and spread fast 
once they get outside.

MEET EDITH. EDITH stands for exit drills in the home. 
Write down a fire exit plan and practice it.

INSTALL NEW BATTERIES IN YOUR SMOKE DETECTOR. 
This is the tip that you could never hear enough. It’s sim-
ple but important. Approximately 2/3 of home fire deaths 
occur in homes without working smoke alarms. Working 
smoke alarms increase the chance of surviving a home 
fire by 50 percent.

CUT WHEN IT’S COOL. Don’t use power equipment 
outdoors during the heat of the day when it’s dry, hot and 
windy. This can increase the risk of sparking a fire. Use 
power equipment early in the morning, before 10 a.m.

CLEAR YOUR ROOF AND GUTTER OF ACCUMULATED 
DEBRIS.  (Note: 704A.1.5 Roof gutters. Roof gutters shall be 
provided with the means to prevent the accumulation of leaves 
and debris in the gutter. Or better yet, install LeafGuard.

KNOW THE LAW and recent changes to fire regulations. 
Check CAL FIRE or your fire department for the latest fire 
regulations in your area.

California has been under a state of emergency since January 2014 due to the worst drought in California’s history. With 
such low rainfall, grass and brush across California is tinder-dry and ready to burn. Governor Brown has called to voluntarily 
reduce water use by 20%, which means we need to find other ways beyond water to protect against the increased fire risk. The 
drought has enhanced the fire risk this season and taking proactive steps around your home is essential, but taking the time to 
reduce the fire risk around your home to protect your family is always safe and smart.

For more Safe & Smart tips, visit:
ByersLeafGuard.com

Fire Smart is Home Smart

Coming Soon


