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SOLITARY CETACEANS

•  It is not known why some cetaceans choose a solitary existence (or even if it is a choice)

•  Theories include; pod separation due to predator disturbance or bad weather, loss of a mate or companion, food 

availability, reproductive strategies, ill health, and behavioral problems that cause the individual to be a social outcast. 

There is also the less accepted theory that certain cetaceans come forward as “ambassadors” for their species.

•  Some solitary cetaceans are only alone temporarily, and can re-join a pod (sometimes with another species) or else 

choose to interact with other cetaceans on an irregular basis.

•  Definition for a sociable, solitary cetacean:  an individual that has little or no contact with it’s own species and who 

regularly closely approaches humans, often including touch, social, sexual, play and aggressive/boisterous behaviors.

•  There are a number of stages in the development of social, solitary cetaceans; arriving at and staying in one area, 

following boats, having limited then close contact with people, and in some cases a withdrawal from human interaction 

and a return to interacting with their own species.

•  Threats to the cetacean include: Human harassment, boat strike, entanglement in fishing gear, and pollution.

•  There are also threats to humans through a parasite or disease being passed on, or through direct injury – scratches, 

bites, bruises and possibly broken bones. In one case a bottlenose dolphin in Brazil killed one swimmer and injured 29 

others when it was being severely harassed.

•  There have been approximately 91 solitary cetaceans on record, with the vast majority being Bottlenose dolphins. 

Other species include Common dolphins, Beluga, Orca, Spotted and Dusky dolphins. These individuals have been an even 

mix of male and female.

•  Solitary cetaceans have been recorded in coastal areas at various locations around the world – there is no particular 

“hot-spot” but there have been a relatively large percentage in the UK and in New Zealand.

•  The number of solitary cetaceans appears to be on the increase – prior to 1980 there was an average of two 

individuals in different parts of the world at any one time, and that has increased to an average of ten.

Information sourced from “Lone Rangers” by Dr Lissa Goodwin and Margaux Dodds (A report on solitary dolphins and 

whales including recommendations for their protection)  For more information please contact Amy Taylor, Abyss Films, 

027 281 8398.


