
SYNOPSIS

Soul in the Sea is the true story of one woman’s quest to befriend and protect an extraordinary wild dolphin, Moko. 

Filmed in the six months leading up to Moko’s death, Soul in the Sea follows a journey of discovery, devastating loss, and 

resolution. It’s a love story with a difference; breaking through the invisible wall between people and animals, celebrating 

the incredible experience of friendship with a lone wild dolphin, and questioning whether we are truly aware of these 

souls in the sea.      

Moko is a young male bottlenose dolphin with a big personality – he’s mischievous, clever, and engaging, with a fetish for 

stealing surfboards. His solo existence is rare, and his extroverted antics with people attract worldwide attention.

Moko’s arrival in the small New Zealand coastal town of Whakatane changes Kirsty Carrington’s life irrevocably; from the 

moment she first swims with him she’s hooked. The strong-minded solo mother is drawn into the lone dolphin’s world 

and puts everything on hold to devote herself to becoming his companion and guardian.

Among the other locals to fall for his charms is Errin Hallen, a dredging boat skipper who leads a solitary existence until 

Moko becomes attached to his boat, and Grant Duffield, a young man with a fear of the water who has never learnt to 

swim.

 

As Kirsty and the rest of the community fall in love with Moko and his popularity peaks, she begins to worry that he will 

suffer the same fate as other friendly lone dolphins whose close interactions with people caused their early deaths. Some 

say he will be exploited and “loved to death” but there is a much darker threat from fishermen and others who want him 

gone.

 

Kirsty disregards those who say Moko should be left alone, and battles against the Department of Conservation to 

establish herself as Moko’s minder. When she succeeds her confidence soars and she brings together a team of minders 

to keep Moko safe and help others to experience what she sees as a blessing from out of the blue. But her fears for 

Moko’s safety grow, and the judgment and anger that’s brewing in the small community begins to erupt.

 

To escape the conflict she goes into the water with Moko, and their bond strengthens as each golden summer day goes 

by. He’s soon falling asleep next to her, an ultimate sign of trust. Kirsty is beginning to see him as an abandoned or lost 

child instead of a wild dolphin, he’s gotten into her heart and she feels she has to protect him at all costs.

 

Ultimately her love is not enough to keep him safe, but the events that unfold give her a new source of strength; a 

connection to her Maori heritage that was previously unknown. 

For more information please contact Amy Taylor, Abyss Films, 027 281 8398.
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